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ful to have good young men coming forward, for it is they alone who can
venture to experiment. It is therefore as necessary for us to encourage
these associations as to caution them against over-enthusiasm.

The members of these youth organizations will be able to achieve
many great things, if they work with sincerity and with the sole intention
of doing the right thing by their country. For instance, there is much
insanitation among us. Mr. Peeran Mahomed has already commented
on this subject at a Congress meeting. Our young men can do much to
remedy this laxity by making house-to-house visits and politely persuading
people. Some poor Indians are given to drinking, and their wives have
also fallen victims to the habit. Our young men can do much, if they
take up the very important work of redeeming them. We should like
here to ask our Gujarati readers not to assume that they may not do this
kind of work among the Madrasis given to drinking. We may add that
the drinking habit is spreading among some Gujarati Hindus also. Whether
Hindus or Muslims, all of us can help in reclaiming them.

Moreover, it is necessary for such youth organizations to be more
mindful of the needs of education. There is a dearth of education even
among our youth. We do not consider mere literacy to be education.
We ought to have some knowledge of world history, the constitutions of
various countries and other related subjects. We can learn from history
how other nations have progressed. We can emulate them in the matter
of their burning patriotism. Youth organizations can do many such things;
indeed, it is their duty to do so. We do hope that these associations will
fulfil their obligations by taking on such benevolent functions, earn
people's gratitude, and take their due share in meeting the difficulties that
are our lot in this country.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 28-4-1906

316.   THE MEETING AT MOMBASA
There seems to be no end to India's misery. Wherever the Indian
goes, the whites there are against him. Where there is no danger from
the whites, there are internal quarrels. If we are free from these, we
are caught by the plague. And if we escape these three calamities,
famine is there at our heels.
These thoughts come to mind as we read the account of the meet-
ing of our brethren at Mombasa, published elsewhere in this issue* The
whites cast their greedy eyes on the fertile territory of Nairobi, near
Mombasa, They tried to drive the Indians out of the place or to stop
them from entering the territory. They seem to have succeeded in the
attempt. Following, this, our people held a big meeting and are prepar-
ing to resist the whites. So great was their enthusiasm that, within half